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BDAS has once again been blessed by the support and 
benevolence of our patron, Dr. Tony Emmett, and his wife 
Anne.  On this particular occasion we are also blessed 
by the creative energies of Tony himself who conceived, 
designed, created and supervised the installation of his 
newly donated BDAS PYRAMID.

The BDAS PYRAMID was unveiled on the occasion of the 
opening of our recent Bowral Sculpture Prize, and now 
stands prominently to the right of the entry to the 
Bowral Art Gallery.

In his unveiling speech Tony said that one can think of the 
pyramid as one of the most elegant of art forms, and that 
the ancient pyramids were perhaps a focus of energy, 
Zg]�Z�[^Z\hg'�:�[^Zf�h_�eb`am�bl�fZ]^�ni�h_�bgÛgbm^�
separating rays, which proceeding from any point  
will make the apex of a pyramid. 

The point of each pyramid has in itself the whole 
image of the base. The centre line of each pyramid 
bl�_nee�h_�Zg�bgÛgbm^�gnf[^k�h_�hma^k�irkZfb]l'

The pyramid represents radiating energy, and by 
the radiant energy of light, all is revealed. Tony 
and Anne hope the BDAS PYRAMID will act as 
a symbol of the radiant energy of art in this 
society. BDAS is grateful to receive such a 
beautiful gift, and not only our members, 
but the wider community will enjoy its 
beauty and quality.

Mhgr�l�\hff^gml

Thank you Tony for what 
we are about to receive....

"To encourage 
the practice 
and appreciation 
of the Arts in the
Southern Highlands"

BDAS Charter 

Pyramid sculpture a beacon for 
Art in the Southern Highlands

Above: Dr Tony and Anne Emmett before the unveiling of the BDAS Pyramid which was attended by 

members and guests after the AGM. And as our sculpture garden grows it will inspire more and more  artists,

Yk�l`ak�q]Yj�k�k[mdhlmj]�]p`aZalagf�[d]Yjdq�k`go]\&�9jl�af�Ydd�alk�^gje�`Yk�Y�[ge^gjlYZd]�`ge]�af�l`]�:GOJ9D�9JL�
?9DD=JQ�o`a[`�ak�Y�eY_f]l�^gj�eYfq�nakalgjk$�fgl�gfdq�^jge�l`]�K`aj]$�Zml�^jge�Ydd�hYjlk�g^�F]ok�Kgml`�OYd]k&

This stainless steel pyramid is 

similar to the one  in the garden of 

Anne and Tony Emmett at the Vine 

Cottage, but was made with 

a wider base, to suit the 

front of the Art Gallery.

It is made of stainless steel 

316 alloy, which was cut and 

welded by Eden Hunt, 

who has done welding 

af�Lgfq�k�klm\ag�gn]j�
the last 16 years.

It is equipped with a 

strong internal 

framework, which 

anchors into the 

steel and concrete 

base in the ground, 

making it hard 

to remove.



We have seen a lot of activitiy at 
BDAS over the past few months, 
and there will be more to follow in 
the coming months. The last term 
of 2014 saw our classes full and 
our students, in all the disciplines, 
producing some really creative and 
diverse work. Our tutors are to be 
congratulated on the high standard 
being set in our workshops under 
ma^bk�`nb]Zg\^'�P^�Zk^�Ûklm�Zg]�
foremost an art society and when I 
observe our studios in action, I feel 
we are indeed a very important and 
successful art society.

Our exhibitions were very successful 
with larger numbers of visitors than in 
previous years. The Celebrity Portrait 
Reveal was especially well attended and 
you can see more about that further on 
in these pages. What a fun night it was 
with Anthony Ackroyd in full swing. 

Our social activities are always great 
opportunities for our members to get 
together at various events, and as the 
pictures show further on in this issue, 
there was much merriment and fun 
at the DVD nights, the wonderful and 
colourful Venetian Trivia Night, and to 
conclude the year, the Christmas party 
with our very own Pop Up Choir.

With the incredibly wet weather we 
have been experiencing over recent 
months, I am sure we all are very 
pleased to have had the car park grad-
ed, piped and resurfaced. Gone are 
those mud puddles that were the bane 
of everyone coming to class and trying 
to keep their feet out of the water.

There has been a lot going on behind 
the scenes at BDAS too. Your new com-
mittee elected at the February AGM, 
has wasted no time in putting in place 
some new measures aimed at improv-
bg`�ma^�^_Û\b^g\r�bg�ma^�h_Û\^%�Zg]�hg^�
particular one aimed at broadening the 
reach and awareness of our society as 
the premier art gallery in the district.

BOWRAL ART GALLERY is the new 
name under which the gallery itself will 
be known. No doubt you have noticed 
the new sign on the front of the build-
ing. There has been no change to our 
corporate status, we remain the Bowral 
& District Art Society Inc, but we believe 
that by adopting the name BOWRAL 
ART GALLERY, as a registered trading 
name, we can more successfully adver-
tise and promote the gallery and our 
exhibitions. 

Being a volunteer organization we are 
extremely grateful to those members 
who offer their services in many dif-
ferent ways. We have been making a 
concerted attempt to streamline the ad-
fbgblmkZmbhg�bg�ma^�h_Û\^�Zg]�`bo^�lhf^�
much needed support to Fiona. Tracey 
Fbee^k�ghp�\hf^l�bgmh�ma^�h_Û\^�^Z\a�
Friday morning and is proving to be a 
m^kkbÛ\�Zll^m�ma^k^'�

We have purchased a second computer 
and now Tracey is taking on several of 
the tasks that some members have been 
taking home and completing from their

own computers. Wendy Hill has been 
coming in each Monday and getting 
ma^�Ûebg`�kb`am�ni�mh�]Zm^%�Zg]�mh`^ma^k�
she and I have just about got the whole 
archives into order. With a little more 
help over the next few weeks from Janet 
Hicks, we will have the job completed 
and then our important 65 year old 
history will be in good order and readily 
accessible to members who might want 
to take an interest.

Going forward we have some pretty 
exciting plans. TULIP TIME 2015 will be 
a big focus for BDAS. We are going to 
have a major presence in Corbett Gar-
dens for the 10 days of the event. Our 
plans are explained a little further on in 
this issue, and I do hope all those who 
can, will join in and lend a hand and 
come on board to make this a really 
worthwhile and successful event 
for BDAS.

                Maureen Varnavsky  
                                    President                                                                                                                     

Portrait Reveal - 4 heads up for Anthony Ackroyd

9fl`gfq�k�[`ga[]� gf�l`]�d]^l!�Yf\�l`]�Yjlakl�Eae�HkYcak

Our 2014 Celebrity Portrait Reveal cocktail party was 
a bright and fun affair, with celebrity Anthony Ack-
royd warming to the occasion as he unveiled the four 
portraits of himself. 

Anthony gave each of the four artists a thoughtful and 
very amusing account of his response to each work, as 
it was unveiled.

Three of our artists, A-F Fulgence, Mim Psakis and Zoe 
Young were present on the night. Unfotunately Carlos
Barrios was overseas at the time and unable to attend.

The four portraits were unveiled to great applause 
and appreciation by the guests, and Anthony certainly 
had everyone entertained. While he acknowledged 
the qualities of each work Anthony thought that Mim 
IlZdbl�l�ihkmkZbm�k^Zeer�lihd^�mh�abf'

Greetings to our members
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9fl`gfq�k�Újkl�[`ga[]� gf�l`]�d]^l!�Yf\�l`]�Yjlakl�Eae�HkYcak

A-F Fulgence

Rg]�Qgmf_

TULIP TIME 2015



There was nothing trivial about the Venetian 
merriment enjoyed by everyone at out annual 
Trivia Night in September. Members took to the 
Venetian Carnivale theme and arrived in glitter-
ing masks and colourful garments.  Glitter and 
fun were the trademarks of the evening.

Dave Thomas continued his role of recent 
years as quiz master extraordinaire and kept 
the teams right on their toes with a diverse 
selection of questions and amusing interjec-
tions. Winning teams from previous years 
competed enthusiastically to maintain their titles 
against some heavy competition from a few 
new chums. The leader board changed a few 
times and at the end of the night, win or lose, 
^o^krhg^�aZ]�Z�m^kkbÛ\�^o^gbg`'

Studio One had not looked quite so glamorous, 
thanks to the efforts of Nicki Halliday-Smith, 
Christina Meredith and Maureen Varnavsky, 
who set the Venetian theme with red velvet 
draperies, vibrant table decorations and a bit 
of theatrical lighting. As the ladies said, “With 
the right lighting – even we can look good!”

Events like this play a really important part in 
the life of our society. They bring our mem-
bers together at enjoyable events, where the 
camaraderie between members is enhanced 

and we come together to build both the life of 
the membership and add some very important 
pennies to our coffers. 

A huge `Thank you” goes to Dave Thomas for 
continuing to act as our Quizmaster. We really 
Ziik^\bZm^�=Zo^�l�pbm�Zg]�mZe^gm%�Zg]�maZgd�
him most earnestly for his support.

Mabl�r^Zk�l�MkbobZ�Gb`am�pbee�aZo^�Z�]b__^k^gm�
theme, so watch out for the announcements 
eZm^k�bg�ma^�r^Zk'�;hhd�^Zker�Zg]�]hg�m�fbll�
out.

Christmas PartyTrivia Night BDAS Newsletter No.165 Winter 2015

Trivia Night in True Venetian Style - Such Fun Hark, we heard the angels sing..........at BDAS! 
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The spirit of the Christmas season was well 
and truly alive at BDAS for our end of year 
Christmas Party.

What is Christmas without carols and pres-
ents? Our BDAS members took this idea on 
board and answered the call to create little 
paintings for our Kris Kringle at the party, and 
from out of the woodwork came some great 
singers to join together and make up our very 
own POP UP Christmas Choir.

Once again Studio One became the focal 
point for our Christmas celebration, being 
bedecked with a Christmas tree and buf-
fet tables. Studios Two and Three turned 
themselves into dining rooms with Christmas 
themed tables where groups of members en-
joyed a splendid feast of ham, turkey, salads 
and pavlova. 

Our POP UP choir was a real treat and we 
were so very fortunate to have the services 
h_�ma^�mZe^gm^]�Chag�=�:k\r%�\ahbkfZlm^k�
and keyboard player who rehearsed with us 
and accompanied the choir at the party. He 
made it fun and relaxed for all the singers. 
Song sheets were handed out, and all the 

guests joined in singing the carols. The roof 
was really raised off Studio One. There was a 
[bm�h_�Yh__�ma^�\n__��lbg`bg`�]nkbg`�ma^�^o^gbg`�
with various members taking the microphone 
for an impromptu solo. One particular treat 
was when former Seekers star, Keith Potger, 
joined president Maureen Varnavsky, and lead 
everyone in a rousing version of `Morning-
mhpg�Kb]^��

Our Kris Kringle paintings were wrapped in 
paper and placed under the Christmas tree 
for members to select one at the end of the 
evening. What fun it was for everyone to open 
ma^bk�iZk\^e�Zg]�Ûg]�pab\a�eho^er�ebmme^�mk^Zlnk^�
pZl�bglb]^%�Zg]�mh�ehhd�Zkhng]�Zg]�Ûg]�pah�
had received the one they themselves had 
painted. 

Hnk�+)*-�;=:L�r^Zk�^g]^]�hg�Z�m^kkbÛ-
cally high note. Our Christmas Party bought 
together so many of the elements that make 
our society special. Our members painted 
little paintings for each other; our catering 
volunteers worked wonders to bring off a 
splendid event, our general helper volunteers 
put together a great venue, and our members 
came together to celebrate with each other. 



WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
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VIRGINIA ARREGUI
Virginia has continued her success of 
the past three years and was again se-
e^\m^]�Zl�Z�ÛgZeblm�bg�ma^�+)*-�?bla^k�l�
Ghost Art Prize with both her ceramic 
tile entries. “Looking for Home” was 
selected in the Open category, and 
“Splendid Venice” was selected in the 
Traditional category.

ANTHONY BARNETT
Anthony has had a busy time of late 
with both his painting and his sculp-
mnk^'�A^�pZl�l^e^\m^]�Zl�Z�ÛgZeblm�bg�
ma^�;=:L�Ibkm^d�Lmbee�Eb_^�ikbs^4�Z�ÛgZe-
blm�bg�ma^�?bla^k�l�@ahlm�:km�Ikbs^�pbma�
his wire sculpture Anopheles. Anthony 
pZl�ghfbgZm^]�>\d^kle^r�l�:kmblm�h_�
the Month for October with his work 
Happy Girl. He was named Camden 
Artist of the Month at Camden Library. 
In July Anthony began his Diploma of 
Visual Art at Campbelltown TAFE and  
has two works exhibited at the 
Downing Centre in Sydney.

LIBBY WAKEFIELD
Libby was selected by the Goulburn 
Regional Art Gallery in December to 
exhibit in SNAPSHOT - an interactive 
exhibition wherein artists are invited 
to exhibit, demonstrate and lecture on 
ma^bk�phkd�Zg]�ikZ\mb\^'�Eb[[r�l�ib^\^�
'Earth' explores the effects of water in 
the form of rain, puddles, waterfalls 
and creeks, and how all these “wa-
ters” map or mark out paths. “During 
ma^�iZbgmbg`�h_�ma^�phkd�B�Zf�k^Ü^\mbg`�
on the counter effects of the water and 
weather and how the water intercepts 
with the land in forms both large and 
small. My painting process is multifac-
eted and in part involves pouring and 
dripping paint onto the canvas. This 
allows me to replicate the ebb and 
Ühp�h_�pZm^k�ihnkbg`�hgmh�ma^�^Zkma�
and to map out where the paint/water 
Ühpl'�
 

LUCINDA McDONALD
En\bg]Z�^gm^k^]�a^k�ib^\^�YAhhdr��
in the 2014 Goulburn Art Award and 
was selected as the winner of the En-
couragement Award. Judge Ellen Ben-
nett said of the work: “I have chosen 
this piece because I loved its sense 
of movement which was evident from 
Zee�ob^pihbgml'�B�Z]fbk^]�ma^�Zkmblm�l�
use of the negative spaces making 
these as important as the darker posi-
tive elements of the work. The artist 
successfully married angular aspects 
of the work with the curvaceousness 
of its other parts with straight, hard 
lines leading into wave-like forms. 
The obvious physical toughness of the 
medium contrasted with the feeling of 
Ünb]bmr�ma^�Zkmblm�Z\ab^o^]'�Ebd^pbl^%�
the velvety looking texture belies the 
hardness of the medium. Finally, I 
believe the work has been skillfully 
executed to create a dramatic and 
dynamic piece.”

MARTIAL COSYN
Also locally known as Max, is a long-
time resident of the Highlands (25 
years) and has previously exhibited 
as the Sturt gallery, the Blue Cockerel 
and the Milk Factory among others.
Abl�fhma^k�pZl�Z�pZm^k\hehnk��iZr-
lZ`blm^��Zg]�abl�[khma^k�Z�_ZgmZlmb\�
\Zkmhhgblm�Zg]��[Zg]^�]^lbg®^��
(comic strip) artist. He has been study-
ing with his friend Glen Preece, who 
]^l\kb[^l�FZkmbZe�l�phkd�Zl�lmkhg`�
and vibrant and reminiscent of the 
early impressionist in some cases. 
Martial prefers to paint with oil on 
board but also loves pastel. Most of 
his still life work is inspired from the 
foodie stuffs but he also likes to paint 
outside and his sceneries are quite 
unique. Whilst his still lifes are very 
Û]¯e^�Zg]�ik^\bl^%�abl�hma^k�ln[c^\ml%�
especially people are quirky and 
totally individualistic. Martial is father 
to Charlotte and Louis and husband 
to Bridget. 

KIM SHANNON
Kim has recently held two exhibitions. 
Hg^�\Zee^]�YEhhdbg`�;Z\d��lahpg�Zm�
Ma^�:kmblm�l�=^eb%�;hpkZe%�lahp\Zlbg`�
work done since returning from France 
in 1995 up to 2012. There were 
approximately 50 works in a mixed 
media exhibition of both drawings and 
paintings. The works included portraits 
Zg]�phkdl�maZm�^qiehk^]�Dbf�l�bgm^k^lm�
in self-portraits, and her development 
bg�ma^�Zk^Z�h_�lmbee�eb_^�iZbgmbg`'�Dbf�l�
second exhibition, “Home-Work” was 
an open-house exhibition highlighting 
her further development of still life sub-
jects with larger interiors, life drawing 
works and landscapes.

HANK SPIREK
Hank exhibited at the TAP Gallery, 
Darlinghurst with his daughter Amelie 
Spirek  and  photographer son-in-
law, Ben Townsend. Hank is largely 
Zg�^qik^llbhgblm�Û`nkZmbo^�Zkmblm�pah�
uses whatever tool is at hand, be it 
paint or computer manipulations of 
photographed work. In broad terms 
his work delves into the philosophical 
\hgÜb\m�[^mp^^g�]blhk]^k�Zg]�hk]^k%�
or in other words, the changes in form 
maZm�h\\nk�makhn`a�ma^��Zkkhp�h_�mbf^'

What some of our members have been doing
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Members Exhibition 

Our Exhibitions BDAS Newsletter No.165 Winter 2015Our Exhibitions

Member’s Pop Up Show

John Copes Portrait Prize

Kids on Show

Bmklaf�H]Yjkgf�k�oaffaf_�]fljq�:jmk`�g^�^jmkljYlagf�&
Bm\_]�k�[gee]flk2�
A�j]Yddq�dac]�l`]�\]ka_f$�l`]�nYja]lq�g^�[gdgmj�Yf\�kljgf_�^gje&� 
The variety of painting techniques used creates a strong, interesting yet harmonious work.

The 2014 John Copes Portrait Prize drew a wonderful selection of very 
Ûg^�phkdl�_khf�Lhnma^kg�Ab`aeZg]l�Zg]�[^rhg]'�>Z\a�hg^�bl�phkmar�
of your attention. We encourage you to to view them on our website. 

Our BDAS website www.bdasgallery.com showcases all our exhibition 
^gmkb^l%�Zg]�`bo^l�Zg�ablmhkb\Ze�ÜZla[Z\d�h_�ma^�phkdl�ghm�hger�_hk�mabl�
exhibition, but past exhibitions as well.

                                    BDAS is grateful to the Copes family for their 
                                    continuing support of our society, especially 
                                    thanking Tim Copes for his words of appre-
                                    ciation at the opening of 2014 prize.

*f\�hjar]�oaff]j�OYqf]�<Yna]k

Highly commended Peter Thoohey

Our annual Members Exhibition began 2015 with a highly successful 
show, and the introduction of the BIG show in Studio One was met 
with great applause.

It is always pleasing that so early in the 
year, just after the Christmas break, our 
f^f[^kl�Zk^�k^Z]r�pbma�lh�fZgr�m^kkbÛ\�
entries for this show. All the workshop classes 
were represented as well as many of our 
general members. 

Once again the variety of styles and subject 
matter combined to make a most enjoyable 
show from the viewers perspective. The 
opening was very well attended and it was 
clear that this is a most popular event in 
our calender.

Our thanks, as always go to Kim Shannon, 
for the great job of curating and hanging 
the exhibition.

&

BIG
A Call to arms to our members.

Exciting mix of all media and genres.
Well received by the public

When there was an unexpected gap in the 
booking schedule for our gallery, members 
enthusiastically contributed to our POP UP 
exhibition, where size and media were unre-
stricted. Visitor numbers were exceptionally 
high, as were the art sales.



Tulip Time 2015Our Exhibitions & Function BDAS Newsletter No.165 Winter 2015

B D A S    1 Short Street Bowral   NSW   2576        
office@bdasgallery.com     Phone number: 02 4861 4093Art At Heart

Taking a front row stand in Corbett Gardens 

A Gaudi
sort of 
fun idea -
Join in

Our society is making a strong commitment to Tulip Time 2015. All 
lmn]bh�l�pbee�[^�iZkm�h_�ma^�^o^gm�pbma�oZkbhnl�mnmhkl�Zg]�lmn]^gml�
showcasing their works and their art practices.

The big news though is that BDAS will take a marquee in Corbett Gar-
dens for the 10 days of the festival. The aim is to showcase our society 
and all we have to offer. We want to show our local community and 
the visitors that BDAS and Bowral Art Gallery is at the heart of the 
local art community. We also wish to make this a fund raising 
opportunity and in that light we have two highly original 
projects happening.

1. We are asking all our members to paint two 5x7 
works, (similar to our Kris Kringle paintings) featuring 
Z�ÜhkZe�ma^f^�pab\a�pbee�[^�_hk�lZe^�bg�ma^�fZkjn^^�
over the 10 days. 

2. We are going to create a sculptured bench seat, 
ik^iZk^]�Zg]�k^Z]r�mh�[^�Ûgbla^]�pbma�fhlZb\�mbe^l%� 
which the public will be invited to glue on, and thereby  
\k^Zmbg`�Z�k^Ze�\hffngbmr�phkd�h_�Zkm'�Ma^�Ûgbla^]�l^Zm�
will be a wonderful addition to our Sculpture Garden.

Bg�ma^�^Zker�*2))�l�:gmhgbh�@Zn]b�\k^Zm^]�phg]^k-
ful and whimsical mosaic forms, particularly well 
represented in the Park Guell in Barcelona. We take 
our inspiration from Gaudi for our bench seat, and 
we will invite the public to join with our members and 
aZo^�_ng�\k^Zmbg`�ma^�Ûgbla^]�phkd'

The 2015 Bowral Sculpture Prize

Vermeer DVD Night in 2015

Cinema Event, delightful and a great Success

Over 50 members of the BDAS family 
congregated for this DVD night in 
Studio 2. 

Mhgr�Anee�l�Ûklm�=O=�ik^l^gmZmbhg�_hk�+)*.�
looked at one of arts most enigmatic paint-
^kl%�Zg]�Z`Zbg�Mhgr�l�e^\mnk^�`Zo^�`k^Zm�
insight to this important artist.

Johannes Vermeer produced a relatively 
small number of paintings during his short 
life; however, they are regarded as some 
of the most beautiful and valuable  in the 
history of Western art.  Quiet, harmonious, 
luminous and carefully considered they 

often depict women at contemplative and 
k^Ü^\mbo^�fhf^gml'�Ma^bk�l^k^gbmr�aZl�Z�
timeless and very human quality.

Look at one of his most famous paintings 
in which the this artist has shortened the
perspectives in such a way that if he has 
painted the same picture in real propor-
tions the here depicted painter would have
had to be nearly twice the height as in the 
picture - still to the eyes of the observer it
feels right.

 

�<hbglehm�F^fhkr��pZl�
ZpZk]^]�Ûklm�ieZ\^�bg�
the Bowral District Art 
Society Sculpture Prize 
for 2015. This year 
marked the 15th year 
of the Exhibition and 
was judged by Jane 
Cush, curator at the 
Goulburn Regional Art 
Gallery and sponsored 
by Dr. Tony Emmett.  

The exhibition featured 
some wonderful works 
both in the Gallery 
and in our beautiful 
sculpture garden.. 

The winner:

Fiona Edmeades

Our annual cinema outing was, as this fun picture shows, a great opportunity
mh�\hf^�mh`^ma^k�mh�pZm\a�ma^�]^eb`am_ne�ÛefYFr�He]�EZ]r�'�

Many thanks to our sponsor, The New Empire Cinema, Bowral.

Picture Glory Shot of Raised 

Hands
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